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=|had soman

|

{

R

prlled ooy mening
shorts, jogeed vut the door
and began poundlng the
PRVEIICIL

But afler just a few minules,
pain in my abdomen forced
mie o stop. | was doubled over,
it was so had.

Twas a super O gvm buny
Bt Bty o] paobilens acd
LY CILLPS WeTe Iaining
1y work auts.

| Bratesed Lea cquil - but my
parmmer, Craig, and Twere
plarming a tripe to Now
Fealand to bungy jump,

s [wantec to make
stire [ was up oo it

“T'm going 1o get
myselt checked
ol T old Craig
alter | hobbled
haome.

A calonascopy
showed T was
sitffering from
inflammatory hrvel
disease and Iwas put on
steralds and paln meds.

The drups didn't help
mch, though. Tust nwa
weeks laler, the pain was
s severe that Craig had 1o
rush me to hospital where
a sean later revealed 1had
a perforared howel.

“Tow'll nedd
CHersLney surgery
repalr It the doctor said.

1t all hap pened so fast
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and helore | knew il, v

Twas raken down o
theatre. When |
| woke up, Craig

Korrin's brave story

ENO Way,wa ‘
anything hold' me back

Korrin Barrett, 38, New Beith, Qld.
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y.dreams:==

e

s letting

wis by iy shde holding v
band. And belore 1 eould ask
ANy guestlons, a doctor came
i1 looking grove.

“I'myso sorry, but we had 1o
remove H) per cent af YT
larpe inlesting,” he said.

I was =0 shocked, Toouldn't
e oy when be told me T'd
baer fitred wich an ileostomy
ag thar I'd have for the rest
of my life.

“Why e | wepl w Craig
|zrer as the news sunk in.

| just could 't ged my
head around it T had 1o

remaln in hospliral to

lave & procedure o
flush the roxins out

of my baody.
1L was only

supposed (nbhe

A=

surgery bul when

[ came to after
The aperarion

feeling grogy,
I just knew something
brad gone wiong,

“Ialmiost fost vou” Craig
wiept, cxplaining that nioe

e
o

There was more,

iavs hard passed.

I listened in shock as be told
me i stopped breathing on
the operating rable. Doctors
had peitormed an cmeisency

tracheostomy and pul
e i a medieally Hﬂlﬂﬂd
clots had

Blood clots had formed
thromghout my bodye blocking
blood tlow to my bands and
fent depriving then of oxvec,

[riectors did all chey
colld bur eventually
there was noother
choice but o

induced
coma. From

there, I'd . ampurtare both
vy developed fﬂ'ﬁnE‘d M oy legs below 1he
4 sepsis o knee glong with
and my I'I'I}" hﬂd}r’ v rlght hand, as
N well as all the lingers
started shurtlng o v Jett hand,
down. Waking up and realising

“Ihres times the
doctors rald me
Loy iy o bver Lo

yomy, Craig choked.

jurst b mach Ui lost was
a huge shock,

Craig held mein his arms.
Tput o a hrave face for him,

bt ke I was alome I ust
cried and cried.

The dlays thuat Follosed wepe
a blor of pricviog Lo what 1'd
Tost Would §ever be able L
walk agaln? Would I cven be
able lo take basic care of
mysel 7 by lile had

amazlng workmates and
mierdifications thar were
macle o e office, I returned
towork as a traffic and
IramspoTl manager [asr
A gas plpeline project.

As the munths passed,
T hegan goning tnthe

changec forever gym o rebubld my
and it was strength.
=0 hard o ?,_ Iwalked on
compretiend. e the treadmill

My bioss and rode the
CALTC TO S0 reciunbent
THL 2 Ak,

1 bils

handed me Ax | pol
a giant card stronger I

breame mure
active. soon,

with the lres
of life painred

anlr Onlt, v sald: [ needed four
Deliere vou ca, ard .-.-M |'f different sets ol
Vi T fiy thare, ? Iie prostherics

1 ke clen | had had - GCtive ones
three choices, [ witlking,

T an either give wel ames i

changed

U give ing ur give I swirnming, an

it all v gl 1said fﬂ rever everyilay Lel, \

o Cralg, and cosmeric
“Ad whileh do vou choose?” - legs thar looked rveal.

heasked. With the help of | A
“The thded one” I replicd, oy wet legs, 1 i

managed o go

anorielling with L

s ping Lo smile,

1 hal taa learn hoswe 1o dle
evervibing again, starting
with things as simple as lilting
my head and sitting up. A
mowrh laten Twas detecl with
prosthetic legs and with help
I rook my first steps an them.

“You're antazing!” Cealg
cried, hugping me.

1 prew mwore determined.
Usimg v elbowe by Lepe on
my iPad, T made a listof all the

things I wanted o de.

“I'm starting small,” §said w
Craig. The firar things I wrate
wiere washing my halr and
duing iy make-up.

Then added walklng agzaln,
followeed by snoskelling s
a bungy jump.

Tinally, afrer 233 days in
husspital, 1 wenl home. Four
days later, thanks temy

Crafg in Indonesia,
I also did a
gy jump
from the famans
Kawarau Hriulg:-' neAr
Ceenstown wearlig
a special harness,
comnpleted the Bridpe
o Brisbare walle, ard
joined a disalled
:=:urf+~.|'5' ;:!I'(Zl'.lp.
Working mv way
through the list helped
me to Fermain positive.
Anyvthing 1s possible,
Drecanme e mstio.
My story had been
i fhe news, and soon
I was heing invited o
give motivaronal ralks,
Cver time, | oorned i
infod bhusinesss,

The fiirst time
| stood
unassisted

ming bungy
mpﬂm s on
my Iuchet lisy

Ihirough my bacd wock,

I raised muoney Lo pay for
osscolntegation. Thisis

a provess inowhich an
implane is inserted intn the
ferour or tlbia which allows
[oar & simple and sale
connection betweern the
stuurap and the prosthesls,

It vk ld mmean that Craig
wioulde 't have to help noe
preet o ey procsthetics ad |
could be maore independent.

After two surgeries to ger
fitled, | could stand lor
longer periads and walk
without palo tor a lot lenger.

Thien | gora bionic Ted
equipped Wit electrodes that

o pover thie hand mevements.
They are very robotic and
can't mimic the fine motor

skills ol real baed. But 1 can

ensily slip it onto my right

arme, and wse it to pick

L aund carey
_ things.
B

I muet

ey were
lascimated by

anc blonke hand,

“Are v like a
parc-robor?” one
voung Doy asked.

“Yep," | said with

a grin. [ quire: lked
thast e,

I still need help with
Iors af things, Dressing
mysell, making dinner

tor cxample, are still
impaassible.

prossible in that first

rerrible moment when

| witke wp in hospital.
Recently, Craig

Whereve:

stheoal il 5,

my prosthetic legs

and purting on earrings,

Bur [ean do so mouch
mare duen Lever thoughe

surprised me wilha helicopler
ricle. We were somring high

- when suddenly, ourof

nevwhere, be preduced a glaur,
inflarable dizmond ring.

WL von marey me?” he
asked, "As vouee gl e
fingers, this was the nex
best thing”

Leeuldn't stop smiling,
“es,” Tsaid. "Tll marmy v

Witk that, e placed che
inflatable ring on my arm,
and we tell abour langhing,

We're golng ta get a
customised engagement
braceler made soon

I rreary b pranr-reabacd bl with

¢ Craig by my side, and my own

determivation, Tnow Il live
lifee oo thee Tull,
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